
                         
 

Wine: 2004 Michael Black Merlot, Napa Valley 
Varietal  Composit ion:  100% Merlot  

Harvest:   September 12,  2004,  hand picked 

Appel ation:  Napa Val ley (Coombsvi l le  Area)  l

 

i

Vineyard:  Michael  Black Vineyards 

Brix at Harvest:  26.6 Brix 

pH: 3 .40 pH 

Total  Acid ty:  7 .2 g/L 

Crush: 100% whole berries  

Pre-fermentation:   4 days cold soak at 50 degrees F° 

Fermentation:  16 days primary,  malo-lact ic fermentation in  barrel  

Peak Temperature:   93 degrees F 

Aging:  22 months in  French oak barrels (Al l ier,  Troncais,  Bertranges and Center 

of France Forests) ;  40% new for the v intage,  mixed coopers,  medium and 

medium plus toast   

Bott led: July 24,  2006 

Production:  718-6/750ml bott le cases,  p lus 6-6/1 .5L bott le cases 

Release Date: Fal l ,  2006 

 

Winemaker ’s Notes:  

The Michae l  B lack  V ineyard  i s  located in  the  Coombsv i l le  area  of  Napa Va l ley ,  and  is  owned and farmed by  

longt ime v i t icu l tur ist  Michae l  B lack .  The  rocky ,  vo lcan ic- loam so i l s ,  moderate  c l imate  and  Michae l ’ s  “dry-

farmed”  approach  produces  very l im ited  y ie lds  ( 1 -1 .5  tons/acre)  of  incred ib ly  complex  and  concentrated 

Mer lot  fru it .   

 

Th is  i s  an  amaz ing ly  dense  and  r ich ,  generous  Mer lot ,  w ith  forward  aromat ics  of  red  currant ,  w i ld  berry  and 

b lackberry  fru it ,  compl imented by  cedar/oak  and  savory  herba l  notes .  It  i s  smooth,  e legant  and  d ist inct ive  on  

the  pa late  w ith  intense  b lack  cherry ,  raspberry ,  b lack  l icor ice  and  exot ic  sp ice  offer ing  depth  and layers  of  

f lavor .  Moderate  tann ins  bu i ld  structure  on  the  f in ish ,  w ith  seduct ive  b lackberry  and  currant  l i nger ing  in  a  

supp le  aftertaste .  

 

Finished Wine Statist ics: 

Alcohol :  14 .5%  pH:  3 .52 pH  TA:  6 .7 g/L  
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